
 

  

Wayside Soup Kitchen   
By Rev. Nancy Salisbury 

  One of the local missions our 

church supports is the Wayside Soup 

Kitchen in Portland.  With a handful 

of paid staff and lots of volunteers, 

the soup kitchen provides three 

meals a day to over two hundred 

people, every day of the year. 

 

   Local churches were the impetus 

to feed the hungry and local 

churches continue to be the 

mainstay to keep it going.  In 1986 a 

group of local churches worked 

together to provide an evening meal 

three times a week at the Immanuel 

Baptist Church on High St. in 

Portland.  More churches joined to 

provide meals five evenings a week.  

The site moved to the 

Willeston/West Congregational 

Church.  In 1994 Wayside expanded 

dinner service to seven nights a 

week at the newly formed 

Community Resource Center, now 

known as the Preble Street 

Resource Center.  Now services for 

the homeless are offered upstairs, 

meals are served downstairs.  Then 

at 7:00 pm, when the doors close to 

the soup kitchen, the upstairs 

becomes the women's shelter.  

Women who live on the streets have 

a safe, if not very comfortable, place 

to stay.  
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First Church Notes 

Church office: 657-4279 

Church/Supper room: 657-3279 

Email: grayfirst@securespeed.us 

Website:  www.grayfirst.org 

Office Hours: 

Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Dinner at Wayside is a hot, nutritious 

meal.  On a recent night when we were 

there, it happened to be clam cakes, 

evidently donated by a local company 

who makes them.  Most guests were 

delighted with a treat they rarely get.  I 

had to explain, however, to one guest 

who was "from away" what the 

delicacy was and that tartar sauce or 

ketchup may help to appreciate them. 

 

That particular night Mike and Sue 

Tauber got drafted to provide 

beverages for over 200 people.  They 

valiantly made coffee and poured milk 

and juice for 212 guests.  There were 

not many volunteers that night.  Our 

ten people from church made a big 

difference when 212 people showed 

up hoping for a hot meal.   

 

   About half the people who come to 

Wayside Soup Kitchen are the working 

poor.  They live from paycheck to 

paycheck.  Wayside provides them 

dinner while managing to live 

independently.  The other half are 

homeless, all with mental or physical 

disabilities at the root of their 

homelessness.   

 

   Every Sunday we pray for those who 

are suffering and every third Tuesday 

we feed people in need.  This is what 

we do as a church.  We contribute 

financially to Wayside and we show up 

to feed people.  This is part of what 

keeps our church alive and well.  Let's 

keep on. 
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Adult Clothing Share 

 

The clothing share was less successful than I had hoped it would 
be.  We did serve about eighteen people who were all very 
grateful.  One young woman has just graduated from college and 
was lucky enough to get a job.  She said she has been wearing the 
same clothes over and over because she doesn't have money to 
buy more.  We sent her on her way with several bags and even 
new shoes.  A family of five left with, I believe, five bags of 
clothes.  A husband and wife were thrilled with the things they 
found for themselves and their son, who also just started a 
"dressier" job.  She was so happy to find a dressy winter coat that 
fit her.  They left a generous donation.  So, I'm sure the people 
who came viewed it as a success. We told everyone who came in 
to take anything they could use.  Some were hesitant at first, but 
when we gave them more bags to fill, they knew we were serious.  
We also collected $160.00 for Rev. Nancy's emergency fund. 
 

Thank you to all who donated and helped. 

Carol 

 

 

  

May Income and Expenses  
 

Income 

        Pledges         $5,775.50 
        Loose offering 1,488.72 

        Sunday School   375.92 
        Rentals             150.00 

        UCC Dues           45.75 
        Orphan Bills       436.56 

        Coin Jar              37.53 

        Supper              613.00 
Total                     $8,922.98 

  
Expenses for the month of May 

totaled $5,968.76. The difference 

of $2,954.22 will help to offset in 
part the shortfall for the month of 

April. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 

Fran Hutchings 

 

 

Lectionary Readings for August  
 
August 2, 2009—Ninth Sunday after Pentecost       

 2 Samuel 11: 26-12:13 

 Exodus 16: 2-4, 9-15 

 Ephesians 4: 1-16 

 John 6: 24-35 
August 9, 2009—Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 2 Samuel 18: 5-9, 15, 31-33 

 1 Kings 19: 4-8 

 Ephesians 4: 25-5:2 

 John 6: 35, 41-51 
August 16, 2009—Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 1 Kings 2: 10-12, 3: 3-14 

 Proverbs 9: 1-6 

 Ephesians 5: 15-20 

 John 6: 51-58 
August 23, 2009—Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 1 Kings 8: 1, 6, 10-11m 22-30m 41-43 

 Psalm 84 

 Ephesians 6: 10-20 

 John 6: 56-69 
August 30, 2009—Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

 Song of Solomon 2: 8-13 

 Deuteronomy 4: 1-2, 6-9 

 James 1: 17-27 

 Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 
 

  

 

DVDs shown and to be shown each 

Sunday following the Children’s 

message are: 

 

August 2
nd

:    Commandments 1&2  

August 9
th

:     Commandments 3&4 

August 16
th

:   Commandments 5&6 

August 23
rd

:  Commandments 7&8 

August 30
th

:   Commandments 9&10 

 

These DVDs are given anonymously to 

the Sunday school in praise of all 

Children’s Ministry Volunteers. 
 
Thank you,  

Jerry & Nancy Cobb 
 

 

 
Thank you to everyone who contributed 
to the Women’s fellowship annual food 
sale either by baking, cooking, canning 
or purchasing our delicious goodies.   
 
The proceeds from this food sale allows 
us to contribute in many ways to our 
church.  Thanks!   
 
Jean West,  
Women’s fellowship.  

One for the Books… 

Thank you so very much to Nancy 
McMinn for all of her hard work and 
dedication in collecting, organizing and 
presenting us with new scrapbooks 
containing the history of our church.  Her 
newest collections can be found in the 
vestry at church.   If you can put a name 
with some of the faces in the books 
please let her know so that she can add 
this information in. 
 
Also, please keep those photos coming; I 
understand another book may be in the 
works…   
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This Month’s Events 
 

 

 

August 2, 2009 
Worship and Communion 

 

August 12, 2009 

Historical Society Meeting  

7:00 p.m.  Parish House 

 

August 13, 2009 

WIC 

 

August 18, 2009 

Wayside Soup Kitchen 

5:30 p.m.  

 

August 19, 2009 

Trustees Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Parish House 

 

August 22, 2009 5:00 p.m.  
Chicken BBQ!!! 

 

August 23, 2009 

Fellowship coffee sponsored by  

Hospitality Committee 

 

August 24-28, 2009 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!!! 

 

August 25, 2009 7:00 p.m.  
Church Council Meeting.  

 

August 23-29, 2009 

Rev. Nancy on Vacation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Music Committee 
 

As our choir takes a well-earned summer hiatus, we will be 
especially blessed to welcome members of our greater community 
as they share their gifts of musical talent.   
 
August 2nd:  Phil Blake—soloist  
August 9th:  Humphrey Family—vocal group 
August 16th:  Stephanie Dunn—violin  
August 23rd:  Carol West—vocal group 
August 30th:  VBS Special—group 
September 6th:  Ruth Pierce—piano  
September 13th: Michael Mills—vocal 
September 20th: RoJean Tulk—soloist  
September 27th: The Clam Pickers—group 
October 4th:   Peter MacWhinnie—piano  
 
Please note that this list is subject to change.   

Chicken BBQ  
 

Save the date - August 22, 2009 - Our 18th Annual Chicken 

BBQ, Gray Congregational Church Parish House on Brown 
Street, Gray. 

   
Time - 5:00 and 5:45  

   

Menu: 1/2 Chicken cooked to perfection by Ted Pierce  
and his crew, Baked Potato, Corn on the Cob, Homemade 

Biscuits, Cakes and Pies, Punch and Coffee - Take Out is 
Available. 
 

Price:  Adultsð$9.00; Children 12 and under--$4.00. 
  

 
We hope you will plan to attend and bring your friends! 
We will be asking for people to help and for donations of cakes 

and pies, if you will be out of town but still want to help, we will 
gladly accept monetary donations. This is a big fund raiser for 

our church so please help us out! 
  

Co-chaired by Kathy Skilling 428-3814 & Fran Hutchings 657-
4338! 
 

Thanks and see you on the 22nd! 
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News from the Trustees 

By Kathleen Skilling 
 

The Trustees will soon be meeting to work on the annual 

budget for 2010 and are requesting that all committees and 

boards within the church submit their proposals/requests 

for 2010 as soon as possible. 

 

A new sound system has been approved for the church. 

The cost for this system is approximately $7800.00, 

excluding the additional $1500.00 for an upgraded system 

in the Supper Room. The necessary funding for this 

project will be taken from the proceeds of The Barnyard 

Restaurant account. This project was extensively 

discussed, researched, and presented to the Church 

Council. It was unanimously approved by the Council. 

 

Our thanks to Walt and Laurie Bennett, Judy McDonald, 

and Carol West for attending the service at the First Parish 

Church in Gorham to evaluate their sound system which is 

the same system we felt was needed for our church. 

  

The quote for the sill replacement under the bell tower at 

the church from Mid Maine Restoration was accepted. 

The cost will range from $12,830.00 to $14, 830.00 

depending on the amount of work that is needed and that 

will be determined once the siding and stairway walls are 

removed and the actual needs can be evaluated. This 

project will be funded from the building fund and the 

work scheduled for the fall. 

  

The arched windows in the sanctuary are in need of 

glazing and repainting and we are currently receiving 

quotes on the work needed in this area. 

  

A reminder that the Trustees will once again be hosting 

the chicken BBQ fundraiser on August 22, 2009. Fran 

Hutchings and Kathleen Skilling will once again be co-

chairing this effort and Ted Pierce will be volunteering his 

services and equipment for this fundraiser. 

  

Our gratitude to all within our church that serve in so 

many areas. You do make a difference and your support 

does not go unnoticed… 

 

Monthly Financial Report 
  By Fran Hutchins 

 

May Income and Expenses, 2009 

  

    Income 

        Pledges                   $7,070.00 

        Loose Offering              232.40 

        UCC Dues                      15.50 

        Rentals                        265.00 

        Parsonage Rental        1,300.00 

        Supper                         564.00 

        Orphan Bills                  513.33 

        Coin Jar                          22.92  

         

        Totals                     $9,983.15 

  

Expenses for the month of May totaled 

$8,113.23. To meet the budget for the  

year, our income should be $9,413.00  

per month. It really helps to put the 

money from the parsonage rental into 

our monthly income. 

 

June Income and Expenses 

     

    Pledges                      $6,774.00 

    Loose Offering                 397.85 

    UCC Dues/Initial Env.        97.50 

    Rentals                           570.00 

    Parsonage Rental          1,300.00 

    Church Supper                539.00 

    Orphan Bills                    439.65 

    Coin Jar                           68.66 

  

    Totals                        10,186.66 

  

Expenses for the month of June totaled 

$10,817.35. To meet the budget for the  

year our income should be $9,413.00 per 

month. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Fran Hutchings 
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From the Mission Committeeé 
 

Thank you for contributing $255 to Blankets+ 
Program of Church World Service in May. 
 
A young woman from The Root Cellar, Jamilah 
Gurwala, was our missionsô speaker in June.  She is 
one of many volunteers at this prayer-focused 
ministry, located in Portland and Lewiston.  They help 
children and families from many nationalities with 
physical and spiritual needs.  The volunteers also 
give out clothing and food and lead children in crafts 
and games after school.  Some also tutor.  Our 
church sends in donations quarterly.  
 
The Chair of Missions, Joan Preston, will have spoken 
to us about the special offering, Strengthen the 
Church, in July.  We expect to give the congregation 
the choice again this year of sending their donations 
to the UCC or of having the money remain with our 
church. 
 
The Mission Committee will have worked with the 
Music Committee on the July supper.  
 
He that keepeth thee will not slumber.  Psalm 121:3 
 
ñThank you, Lord, for reminding me that thereôs no 
sense in both of us being awake.  Rebecca Ondov, 
Daily Guideposts.ò 
 

 

 His Call to All 
 By Dorothy Butler-Kimball 

 

To ordinary fishermen 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά/ƻƳŜΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜΦέ 
They left their boats and fishing gear 
Unhesitatingly. 
¢ƘŜȅ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳ ǿƘƻ ōŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά/ƻƳŜΗέ 
Not knowing anything 
About this Man.  Yet in each one,  
Their hearts began to cling. 
 
This Man was not like other men, 
The way He lived and walked. 
He spoke of God, of truth, of love. 
They listened when He talked. 
Their lives were changed dramatically 
When they accepted all 
²ƘƛŎƘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΧ 
¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƻŦǘΩ ǊŜŎŀƭƭΦ  
 
Our hearts, our lives are also changed 
By answering His knock 
And opening the door to Him,  
Our Savior and our Rock. 
 
May Jesus be included in 
Each trial, each joy, each pain,  
And in each prayer, may we give thanks 
With hope that He remain 
The keeper and director of 
The lives we live each day. 
May we reflect His endless love 
To all who come our way. 

FYIé. 

Retirement is good but I need to keep busy. 

If you have minor plumbing and electrical, 

plastering and painting or anything you else, 

give me a call. I will give honest work at an 

honest rate. Mike Tauber 809-5884 

 

 
For Sale:  17' Old Town Discovery canoe in 
excellent condition -$250.00.   

Jim and Dotti Barton   657-4112 

A Note of Thanksé 

Walt and I would like to once again thank the 

Women's Fellowship for their generous donation 

toward Alan's week at Pilgrim Lodge this 

year.  This is always the highlight of his summer, 

and we so appreciate their continued support of 

this wonderful program. 

  
Sincerely, 

Laurie Bennett 
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The Barnyard Restaurant   

Cumberland Fair 

September 27th -- October 3rd 

All help is greatly appreciated!! 

 


