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Prayer for Rev. Nancy


Submitted by Dorothy Butler-Kimball


   


Our dear friend who, in illness, is relying on us all�to lift her up in prayer to God each day





It is the least, and yet the most which we can do to help our friend�In her efforts to regain good health





Please pray that the Father will embrace her with His endless source of Love - �That the Holy Spirit strengthen and renew - �And that Jesus’ peace and joy and hope are reassuring signs�That our Triune God is there to see her through.





Dear friend, we love and wish you well.


You care so much for others,


Uplifting them with words and kindly deeds.





Please take his time to rest and heal.  We miss your guiding ways and send our prayers for God to meet your needs.





Dorothy Butler Kimball 04.09.10


�





Editors note:  This will be familiar from Rev. Nancy’s newsletter submission from last month, however given the circumstances, I feel it is very appropriate to share it again.  Rosie





Prayer is one of the best free gifts we receive.��I asked God for water, He gave me an ocean.* 


I asked God for a flower, He gave me a garden.�


I asked God for a friend, He gave me all of YOU...�


If God brings you to it, He will bring you through it.��Happy moments, praise God.�Difficult moments, seek God.�Quiet moments, worship God�Painful moments, trust God.�Every moment, thank God.   





Office Hours:


Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.





Church office: 657-4279


Church/Supper room: 657-3279


Email: grayfirst@securespeed.us


Website:  www.grayfirst.org





�





Youth Events for May 2010





May 2 & May 23


Youth Fellowship Meeting (Parish House)


3:00-4:00 High School Only, 4:00 – 5:00 Grades 5 through 12





Saturday, May 29


SOUL JAM at FUNTOWN


All Day Event – for more information contact Jeff, Jan or Michael.  More info and permission forms coming soon!





The Youth Fellowship would like to thank the church for allowing us to lead worship on Youth Sunday, April 11 of this year.  We had studied the different aspects of the worship service over the past year and half and it was a great experience to actually put all the pieces together in a worship service where we participated as leaders.  





On behalf of the Youth Fellowship,


Jeff Ferguson, Jan and Michael Mills














 A Note From the Trustees:


By Kathy Skilling





The Feb/March statement from C.M.P. totaled $627.00 for just the church!  The reading was re-done and it was correct.  





Perhaps the heat tapes were turned on and left on for an extended period of time?  These switches are clearly marked.  Please check prior to use. 











June Newsletter Deadline


Please have your newsletter submissions for the May newsletter to me by May 15th.  





Thanks, 


Rosie








Lectionary Readings for May 2010





May 2, 2010—Fifth Sunday of Easter	     


Acts 11:1-18


Psalm 148


Revelation 21:1-6


John 13:31-35


May 9, 2010—Sixth Sunday of Easter 


Acts 16:9-15


Revelation 21:10, 22-22.5


Revelation 1:4-8


John 14:23-29


May 16, 2010—Seventh Sunday of Easter 


Acts -16:16-35


Psalm 97


Revelations 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21


John 17:20-26


May 23, 2010—Pentecost Sunday 


Acts 2:1-21


Psalm 104: 24-34, 35b


Romans 8:14-17


John 14:8-17


May 30, 2010—Trinity Sunday


Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31


Psalm 8


Romans 5:1-5


John 16:12-15














Pilgrim Lodge Brochures are IN.


Please see Rose Stansfield for any and all information on Pilgrim Lodge, Our Church’s Camp.  Financial aid is available from several sources.  Don’t let your child miss the excellent camp that our church offers.  Rose can help you set up an on-line account where you can register, pay, provide spending money for and communicate with your camper while at P.L.  


Pilgrim Lodge has a program for every camper from kindergarten through Golden Years.  Rose can set up a time to visit and tour the camp and meet the directors.   See the enclosed camp schedule.  Register early as some of these camps fill up fast.  


Live Pilgrim-logically


Rose Stansfield














Women's Fellowship News


By Laurie Keller





We met on Monday April 12 at our new time of 6:00 pm. We reviewed what was needed for the annual Spring Tea and tied up loose ends from the Calendar sale. 





Judy Hascall came and presented ideas that have been brought to her regarding a memorial garden and bench for in front of the Church. A generous donation in memory of Lucy Brown has been made for this. It was decided that a committee would be formed to aide Judy in planning and completing this project. Laurie Keller and Mary Googins volunteered to assist her. Others offered their assistance planting when the time comes. 





Ruth Foster shared news of the Gift of the Heart kits and confirmed her need for the Fellowship to pay for postage.  She anticipates it will be about $200.00. She already has a donation of $200.00 to also go towards postage. Shipping is $2.00/kit. Upcoming events were discussed. 





We will be serving the Gray Historical Society a dinner on May 13, and the Maine Old Cemetery Association a light breakfast and lunch on July 31. 





At the Pennell Celebration we will have available for purchase: tickets for the ongoing quilt (with rack) raffle, cutlery, Town of Gray Afghan, and the Supper Room cookbook. In closing, members were encouraged to think about where they would like to go for dinner in lieu of a formal meeting in June. Please consider joining us at our next meeting on May 10, at 6:00 at the Parish House.








DONATE YOUR ITEMS


TO HELP MAKE THE CHURCH YARD SALE A SUCCESS!





�





 We are looking for toys, art work, glassware, silverware, picture frames, lawn furniture, sporting equipment, small appliances, tools, woodworking, garden tools, mechanics, exercise equipment, camping gear, nick-knacks, vases, books, music, small furniture items, fishing equipment, etc.





NOTE: Please, no clothing, computers, large appliances, or large furniture





CHURCH YARD SALE- AT THE PARISH HOUSE


SATURDAY, JUNE 5th- 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM





All proceeds from the sale benefit the church


We need donations to make this event a successful fundraiser for our church





Donations are welcome in advance and right up to Friday, June 4th


Call John Keller at 657-4427 if you have any questions
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This Month’s Events





May 1, 2010


Rev. Nancy’s Birthday!!


May 2, 2010


Youth Group 3-5 p.m. H.S.


Youth Group 4-5 p.m. Middlers





May 7, 2010 2-5 p.m. 


Food Pantry


May 10, 2010


Happy Mother’s Day 


May 10, 2010 6:00 p.m. 


Women’s Fellowship


May 11, 2010


Lion’s Club 7:00 Parish House.


May 13, 2010


W.I.C. (Women, Infants & Children) PROP 9-3


Women’s Fellowship Serve Gray Historical Dinner


May 16, 2010


Children’s Recognition Sunday


May 19, 2010


Trustees meeting 7:00 p.m. 


May 21, 2010 2-5 p.m. 


Gray Food Pantry


May 16, 2010


B.C.E. meeting, 11:30 a.m. 


May 22, 2010


Public supper sponsored by 


Church Council 


May 23, 2010


Youth Group 3-5 p.m. H.S.


Youth Group 4-5 p.m. Middlers


May 29, 2010


SOUL JAM!  See youth group leaders for details. 


May 25, 2010


Lions Club 7:00 p.m.


Church Council 7:00 p.m. 















































Monthly Financial Report


  By Fran Hutchins





February Income and Expenses for 2010� �Income�     Pledges                              $6,373.00�     Loose Offering                         290.00�     Rentals                                   165.00�     Supper                                    518.00�     Orphan Bills                             858.96�     Init. Envelopes/UCC Dues         240.00�     Donation (from Women's �     Fellowship)                               500.00�     Coin Jar                                     77.40� �     Totals                                  $9,022.36� �Expenses for the month of February totaled�$9,429.36. To meet the budget for the year 2010, our income should be $9,954.00 per month. 





 March Income and Expenses 2010� �    Income                          �       Pledges                        $5,963.00�       Loose Offering                   327.50�       Rentals                             230.00�       Parsonage Rental            1,300.00 �       Bean Supper                     719.00�       Orphan Bills                    1,138.46�       UCC Dues                           81.50�       Initial Env.                          14.00�       Donations                         294.00�       Coin Jar                              39.98� �       Totals                        	     $10,107.44� �    Expenses for the month of March�totaled $13,972.09. To meet the budget �for 2010, our income should be $9,954.00�per month. Thanks to all who donated to�the Orphan Bills and/or contributed in some way to the Bean supper which was so�successful. We had some expensive bills to�pay this month including insurance and property taxes.�


Respectfully submitted, �Fran Hutchings� 





From the Missions Committee…


By Judy Hascall





     Thank you to everyone who contributed to “One Great Hour of Sharing.”  Joan was able to send in $166, in addition to our payments for the first quarter.  


	


     Joan also spoke about the “Blankets + Program” for Church World Service.  Natasha and Cynthia helped to demonstrate the orange, summer-weight blanket, which is provided for warmer climates.  For 60 years Church World Service has worked in partnership with local communities to learn their needs.  Blankets and kits are the first items to be distributed in a disaster.  In Haiti, they were able to respond within 24 hours because they had these things stored and ready to go in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.  They also provide clean water, tools, and seeds.  Mother’s Day cards are available in the vestry when you give a donation to the “Blankets + Program,” which will be taken in May.


	


     We received a DVD from the Protestant Hospital Ministry Program at Maine Medical Center.  This ministry was put together by a group of Protestant ministers in 1976.  Rev. Judith Blanchard is their fulltime hospital chaplain, and they have 40 on-call chaplains; Pastor Nancy has been one of them.  Rev. Blanchard has given spiritual help and just listened to thousands of patients at Maine Medical Center, while each has suffered through a personal crisis.  A hand to hold is just as important as medical treatment in a patient’s hospital stay.  If you are able and interested, they would welcome your donation at 22 Bramhall Street, Portland, Maine  04102.





“The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.”  Deuteronomy 33:27





“I can trust my loving Savior


When I fear the world’s alarms;


There’s no safer place of resting


Than His everlasting arms.”  


Hess, “Our Daily Bread” April 








Choir Favorites��Choir favorites will be on June 13.  We hope to see you there.


�Carol





Children’s Recognition Sunday!





Please join the Sunday School for worship at Church on Sunday, May 16th.  





Sunday School students will receive attendance pins for perfect attendance (missing 3 Sundays or less) and all students will receive participation pins.  





We'll also recognize our awesome team of  devoted teachers.  Students will present an Easter message in dramatic fashion.  A picnic lunch will be served following worship at the Parish House.  We hope to see you there!





Jerry & Nancy Cobb





Barnyard Restaurant��Unbelievable as it may seem, it is time to start thinking about the restaurant.  If you have a specific shift you want again, please be the first in line to sign up.  As always, we can find a job for everyone.  If you've never worked before, dive in.  The water's fine!!��See you at the fair!�Carol�


Questions? 428-3927��HYPERLINK "mailto:carolw68@securespeed.us"�carolw68@securespeed.us�





A Special Note of Thanks…


Thank you Fran Hutchings for ALL that you have done and continue to do on our behalf as chairperson of the Trustees.  This has been a very busy, difficult time.  You also are chairing (April’s) supper, involved with clean-up day and answering all prayer requests.  You are a special person and a gift from God to our church.  





Food Pantry…How you can help


By Donna Rand


The Community Auxiliary Food Pantry always appreciates donations.  





Right now we are very low on all kinds of baking items, pancake mix and syrup, pasta, mac & cheese, boxed/canned potatoes, fruit, vegetables, crackers, canned baked beans, canned meat/chicken, jam/jelly, cleaning items, toilet paper, coffee and tea.  





We have an average of  50 households come through the pantry every time we are open.  We usually give out about 140+ bags of food, not including bakery, frozen, produce and eggs.  If you know of someone who raises chickens and has excess eggs we will gladly take them.  





It's time to start thinking about planting a garden.  If you or someone you know would like to "plant a row for the hungry" please contact us either at the church office, option 3 or call me at 671-4458.  Thank you for all you've done so far. 











Words


By Dorothy Butler-Kimball








Why is it we fail in expressing


A compliment when it is due, 


But eagerly rush with words that can cut


The heart of a person in two?





When you think something nice of somebody,


Tell them so while they are able to hear.


So often a person feels lonely


For lack of one good word of cheer. 





Pass over the weak side of people.


Remember the best that they show. 


When someone does something to please you, 


Speak right up, else how would they know. 





God gives us the power to reason


And words to explain what we feel. 


Be reasonable then, and choose wisely, 


For a wound made by words might not heal.  








Saturday, May 29





SOUL JAM at FUNTOWN


All Day Event – for more information contact Jeff, Jan or Michael.  More info and permission forms coming soon!








�





On Sunday, April 11th, the youth of our church provided the entire worship service from announcements to benediction!  What a wonderful job they did!  Thank you so much to the Youth Group, Noteworthy Puppeteers, Michael & Jan Mills and Jeff Ferguson.





�
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